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Understanding the Link Between 

Animal Cruelty and 

Interpersonal Violence



70% of people charged 
with cruelty to animals 

were known by police for 
other violent behavior--

including homicide .  
( N a t i o n a l  L i n k  C o a l i t i o n — B o a t  &  K n i g h t ,  2 0 0 0 )

Animal Abuse Exposes Other 

Criminal Behavior



Twelve independent surveys have 

found that between 18% and 48% 

of battered women have delayed 

their decision to leave ,  or have 

returned to their abusers,  out of 

fear for the welfare of their 

animals .
( A s c i o n e ,  2 0 0 7 )

The Link Between Animal Abuse 

and Family Violence: Women



71% of abused women said 

their partners harmed, killed 

or threatened pets.
( N A T I O N A L  L I N K  C O A L I T I O N — A S C I O N E ,  W E B E R  &  W O O D ,  

1 9 9 7 )  

The Link Between Animal Abuse 

and Family Violence: Women



 Abused animals were found in 

60% of homes where child 

abuse or neglect occurred. 

 Abused animals were found in 

88% of homes where physical 

child abuse occurred.

( D E V I N E Y,  D I C K E RT,  &  L O C K W O O D ,  1 9 8 3 )

The Link Between Animal Abuse 

and Family Violence: Children 



 Children exposed to  domest ic  
v iolence were three  t imes  more 
l ikely  to  be  cruel  to  animals .  
( N A T I O N A L  L I N K  C O A L I T I O N — C U R R I E ,  2 0 0 6 )

 26.8% of  boys  and 29.4% of  gir ls  
who were vict ims of  physical  and 
sexual  abuse  and domest ic  v iolence 
have been reported to  abuse  the  
family  pet .  
( F R A N K  R .  A S C I O N E ,  C H I L D R E N  A N D  A N I M A L S :  E X P L O R I N G  T H E  R O O T S  
O F  K I N D N E S S  A N D  C R U E L T Y ( 2 0 0 5 ) )

The Link Between Animal Abuse 

and Family Violence: Children 



• 75% of  the  inc idents  o f  an imal  abuse  
occurred  in  the  presence  o f  ch i ldren  
to  psycholog ica l ly  contro l  and coerce  
them.  

( N A T I O N A L  L I N K  C O A L I T I O N — A S C I O N E ,  W E B E R  &  W O O D ,  1 9 9 7 )

• The parent  respons ib le  for abus ing  
the  ch i ld  was  o f ten  a l so  the  person  
who injured  or k i l l ed  the  fami ly  pet .  

• ( T H E  F I R S T  S T R I K E :  T H E  V I O L E N C E  C O N N E C T I O N .   T H E  H U M A N E  
S O C I E T Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S .   D E V I N E Y ,  D I C K E R T  &  L O C K W O O D ,  
1 9 8 3 )

The Link Between Animal Abuse 

and Family Violence: Children 



• Victims may be more willing 
to speak about harm to a pet.

• Talking about animal cruelty 
or neglect may open 
discussions to other family 
violence.

Willingness to Discuss Animal 

Abuse vs. Child/Domestic Violence 



 C o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
r e l a t e d  a b u s e s  a n d  v i o l e n c e

• Animal abuse

• Child abuse

• Domestic violence

• Elder abuse

• Other personal violence

(Ascione, Arkow, 1999)

What is “the Link” ?



Physical  animal  cruel ty  as  a  symptom 
of  chi ld abuse  and family  violence:

“LOOK WHAT I  CAN DO WITH 
YOUR ANIMAL, AND IMAGINE 

WHAT I  CAN DO TO YOU.”

( C y n t h i a  H o d g e s ,  T h e  L i n k  B e t w e e n  A n i m a l  C r u e l t y  a n d  V i o l e n c e  T o w a r d  
P e o p l e ,  2 0 0 7 )

Examples of the Link Between 

Animal Cruelty and Interpersonal 

Violence



• T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  I N D I A

• T H E  I N D I A N  P E N A L  C O D E ,  1 8 6 0

• T H E  C R I M I N A L  P R O C E D U R E  C O D E ,  1 9 7 3

• T H E  P R E V E N T I O N  O F  C R U E L T Y  T O  
A N I M A L S  A C T ,  1 9 6 0

• T H E  W I L D L I F E  P R O T E C T I O N  A C T ,  1 9 7 2

• T H E  P O L I C E  A C T S

• T H E  M U N I C I P A L  C O R P O R A T I O N  A C T S .

What Are The Animal Laws?



• S E C T I O N  4 7  – D E F I N I T I O N  O F  “ A N I M A L ”

• S E C T I O N  2 8 9 - N E G L I G E N T  C O N D U C T  W I T H  
R E S P E C T  T O  A N  A N I M A L  

• S E C T I O N  4 2 8 - M I S C H I E F  B Y  K I L L I N G  O R  
M A I M I N G  A N I M A L  O F  T H E  V A L U E  O F  T E N  
T O  F I F T Y  R U P E E S .

• S E C T I O N  4 2 9  – M I S C H I E F  B Y  K I L L I N G  O R  
M A I M I N G  A N Y  A N I M A L  O F  T H E  V A L U E  O F  
F I F T Y  R U P E E S  A N D  M O R E  - U P  T O  F I V E  
Y E A R S  I M P R I S O N M E N T .

The Indian Penal Code, 1860 
On Animals



• T H E  P R E V E N T I O N  O F  C R U E L T Y  T O  
A N I M A L S  A C T ,  1 9 6 0  – P E R T A I N S  T O  
C A P T I V E  A N I M A L S  A N D  D O M E S T I C  
A N I M A L S  – S E C .  1 1  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  
C R U E L T Y  

• T H E  W I L D L I F E  P R O T E C T I O N  A C T ,  1 9 7 2  –
P E R T A I N S  T O  W I L D  A N I M A L S  – B O T H  
F L O R A  A N D  F A U N A  – A I M E D  A T  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  O F  A N I M A L S  A N D  T H E I R  
H A B I T A T .  

Other Animal Laws



Empowers Police Officers with 
respect to offences under the PCA 
Act, 1960 or WPA, 1972
Empowers Police Officers with 
respect to offences otherwise e.g. 
when a cow is left tied on the road for 
hours together
State Laws – enacted and enforced 
by various States 

Police Acts



DEALS WITH:-
Deals with dead animals

Establishment & maintenance of veterinary 
hospitals, cattle pounds, farms, dairies, 
municipal markets and slaughter houses; 

Licenses to private markets and slaughter 
houses, theatre, circus etc. 

State Acts – enforced by State agencies. 

Municipal Corporation Acts



C E N T R A L  A C T  - I N  F O R C E  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  
T E R R I T O R Y  O F  I N D I A .

R U L E S  U N D E R  T H E  A C T  - I N  F O R C E  
T H R O U G H O U T  I N D I A  U N L E S S  S P E C I F I E D  
O T H E R W I S E .

S E C . 1 1  E N U M E R A T E S  T H E  V A R I O U S  F O R M S  
O F  C R U E L T I E S  O N  A N I M A L S  W H I C H  A R E  
P R O H I B I T E D

Salient Features of the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960



C H A P T E R  I V  - E X P E R I M E N T A T I O N  O N  
A N I M A L S - C P C S E A  - T O  R E G U L A T E  
E X P E R I M E N T A T I O N  - G E N E R A L  O B J E C T I V E S  
L A I D  D O W N  – N O N - C O G N I Z A B L E  O F F E N C E S  

C H A P T E R  V  – P E R F O R M I N G  A N I M A L S -
R E G I S T R A T I O N  M A N D A T O R Y - P R O C E D U R E  
L A I D  D O W N  I N  S E C . 2 3  - S E C . 2 6  O F F E N C E  
A N D  P U N I S H M E N T .

Salient Features of the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960



A P P L I C A B L E  A L L  O V E R  I N D I A  E X C E P T  
J A M M U  A N D  K A S H M I R  W H I C H  H A S  I T S  O W N  
A C T .

H U N T I N G  O F  A N Y  S C H E D U L E D   A N I M A L  
P R O H I B I T E D .

H U N T I N G  - A L S O  I N C L U D E S  C A P T U R I N G  A N D  
T R A P P I N G  A  W I L D  A N I M A L

Salient Features of the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972



S C H E D U L E S  I , I I , I I I  &  I V  L I S T  D I F F E R E N T  
P R O T E C T E D  S P E C I E S ,  T H E  K I L L I N G  O R  
T R A D E  O F  W H I C H  I S  P R O H I B I T E D .

S C H E D U L E  V I  L I S T S  P R O T E C T E D  P L A N T S  

A  S C H E D U L E  I  O F F E N C E  C A N  E A R N  A  
R E P E A T  O F F E N D E R  6  Y E A R S  I N  P R I S O N  A N D  
A  F I N E  O F  R S . 2 5 , 0 0 0 .

R U L E S  F O R  P R O T E C T E D  A R E A S  

Salient Features of the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972



S P E C I E S  F A C E  E X T I N C T I O N  B E C A U S E  O F  
D E M A N D S  F R O M  T H E  W I L D L I F E  T R A D E .  

W I L D  P L A N T S  - P R O V I D E  G E N E T I C  
V A R I A T I O N  F O R  C R O P S - N A T U R A L  S O U R C E  
F O R  M A N Y  M E D I C I N E S - T H R E A T E N E D  B Y  T H E  
T R A D E .

I L L E G A L  W I L D L I F E  T R A D E - P A R T  O F  T H E  
C R I M E  S Y N D I C A T E - M U S T  B E  P R E V E N T E D .  

Why Should Wildlife Crime be 
Prevented?



LIVE ANIMALS ONLY FORM A SMALL 
PART OF THE TRADE.

THE TRADE OCCURS AT ALL LEVELS

ONLY SECOND TO NARCOTICS -
SECOND LARGEST ILLEGAL 
OCCUPATION IN THE WORLD.

Wildlife crime



C O N V E N T I O N  O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  I N  
E N D A N G E R E D  S P E C I E S  O F  W I L D  F L O R A  A N D  
F A U N A .

R E G U L A T E S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A D E  I N  
E N D A N G E R E D  S P E C I E S  &  E X P O R T - I M P O R T  
O F  E N D A N G E R E D  S P E C I E S  B E T W E E N  
M E M B E R  C O U N T R I E S - S P E C I E S

A U T H O R I T Y - D I R E C T O R A T E  O F  C I T E S  &  
O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  W P A  

CITES 



P E R F O R M I N G  A N I M A L S

D R A U G H T  A N D  P A C K  A N I M A L S

T R A N S P O R T I N G  O F  A N I M A L S

S L A U G H T E R  I N C L U D I N G  T R E A T M E N T  O F  
A N I M A L S  B E F O R E  A N D  D U R I N G  S L A U G H T E R

C O M P A N I O N  A N I M A L S  A N D  S T R A Y S

W I L D  A N I M A L S  A N D  T H E  W P A

F I S H I N G

Z O O S

E X P E R I M E N T A T I O N  O N  A N I M A L S

Areas of Application of 
Animal Laws



P E R F O R M I N G  A N I M A L  ( R E G I S T R A T I O N )  
R U L E S ,  2 0 0 1 .

W I L D L I F E  P R O T E C T I O N  A C T ,  1 9 7 2 .

C E N T R A L  Z O O  A U T H O R I T Y  G U I D E L I N E S .

C I N E M A T O G R A P H Y  A C T ,  1 9 5 2 .

Performing Animals



• R E G I S T R A T I O N  W I T H  A W B I  M A N D A T O R Y .

• L I O N ,  T I G E R S ,  B E A R S ,  P A N T H E R S ,  M O N K E Y S ,  
B U L L S   – C O M P L E T E  P R O H I B I T I O N  O N  
P E R F O R M A N C E .

• A P P L I C A B L E  T O  A L L  K I N D  O F  P E R F O R M A N C E  
I N C L U D I N G  

• Circuses, Madaris, Kalanders
• Films (Movie, Advertisements, etc.)

Performing Animal (Registration) Rules, 
2001.



A L L  W I L D  A N I M A L S  U N D E R  A C T - G O V T .  
P R O P E R T Y

P E R M I S S I O N  I N  W R I T I N G  O F  T H E  C W W  T O  
K E E P  S U C H  A N I M A L S - N O  G U I D E L I N E S  T O  C W W  
T O  I S S U E  L I C E N S E

- P R O O F  T H A T  A N I M A L  W A S  B R E D  I N  
C A P T I V I T Y  T O  B E  G I V E N  B Y  T H E  L I C E N S E E -
L O O P H O L E

S N A K E  C H A R M E R S ,  P A R A K E E T  F O R T U N E  
T E L L E R S  A L L  C O V E R E D  B Y  T H E  W L P A , 1 9 7 2 .

Performing Animals & WLPA 
1972



A N I M A L  R A C I N G  - S E C . 1 1 ( 1 ) ( A ) ,  P C A ,  1 9 6 0

B U L L - F I G H T I N G  - S E C . 1 1 ( 1 ) ( N ) ,  P C A ,  1 9 6 0

C O C K F I G H T S  - S E C . 1 1 ( 1 ) ( M ) ( I I )  &  ( N )  P C A ,  
1 9 6 0

P A R T R I D G E  F I G H T S  - S E C . 1 1 ( M ) ( I I ) ( N ) ,  P C A ,  
1 9 6 0  – A L S O  A  O F F E N C E  U N D E R  T H E  W P A ,  1 9 7 2  
- S C H E D U L E D  B I R D .

Performing Animals
Instances



L A N D M A R K  J U D G M E N T  :  

• P E T A  I N D I A  V / S  C B F C  A N D  O T H E R S

• M A N D A T E S  C B F C  T O  S E E K  C E R T I F I C A T E  
F R O M  A W B I  B E F O R E  G I V I N G  A  C E N S O R  
C E R T I F I C A T E

• A W B I  T O  S E T  U P  I N S P E C T I O N  M E C H A N I S M

Animals in Films



PCA, 1960 - SEC.11(1)(A) & (B)

SEC.38 - “PREVENTION OF 
CRUELTY OF DRAUGHT AND 
PACK ANIMALS RULES, 1965” -
PRESCRIBES MAXIMUM LOAD 
ETC.

Draught & Pack Animals



C H A P T E R  I V - S E C T I O N  1 5 -
E X P E R I M E N T A T I O N  O N  A N I M A L S - C O N F E R S  
P O W E R  O N  T H E  C G  T O  A P P O I N T  C P C S E A - S E T  
U P  T O  R E G U L A T E  E X P E R I M E N T A T I O N  -
G E N E R A L  O B J E C T I V E S  L A I D  D O W N .

C P C S E A N O T   A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  B U T  A  
S T A T U T O R Y  C O M M I T T E E - H E N C E  R U L E S  
F R A M E D  B Y  T H I S  C O M M I T T E E  A R E  B I N D I N G -
B R E A C H  - O F F E N C E  U N D E R  T H E  P C A ,  1 9 6 0 .

Animal Experimentation



S E C . 1 7  C A L L S  F O R  A V O I D I N G  E X P E R I M E N T S  
W H E R E  E V E R  P O S S I B L E  

C P C S E A  - S T A T U T O R Y  B O D Y  - R I G H T  T O  
P R O H I B I T  &  R E G U L A T E  D I S S E C T I O N .

Dissection



PCA ACT, 1960- SEC.11(A), (D), 
(E) & (H)

TRANSPORT OF ANIMAL 
RULES, 1978

PCA (TRANSPORT OF ANIMALS 
ON FOOT) RULES,2001

Transporting Animals



P R O H I B I T E D  I N  A N Y  C O R P O R A T I O N  O R  
M U N I C I P A L  A R E A  W I T H O U T  L I C E N S E

P C A  ( S L A U G H T E R H O U S E )  R U L E S ,  2 0 0 1

F S S A I  

Slaughter



Cattle, Sheep and Goat 



Meat - Process Chain 

Shandy Transport Abattoir

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Shandy (Animal Market) 



No shade, Water Troughs , Tied 
Closely 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



No Loading Ramps 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



No Unloading Ramps 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Over loading 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Animals under legal age of slaughter 
sold

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Transport – Truck and Foot 



Transport of Animals by Foot 

 Animals are walked across the borders to 
avoid check posts and other authorities Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Animals are injured during transport  

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Animals collapse during transport 

 Animal Handler standing on a downed cattle  

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Abattoir



No Proper Holding Area 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Cruel Handling 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Slaughter in Contravention of 
Slaughterhouse Rules

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Public Health Concerns 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Animals Slaughtered in Full view of each 
other in contravetion of the 

Slaughterhouse Rule 

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Environmental Hazard  

Photo Courtesy : PETA India  



Poultry Meat and Eggs 











Chicken Meat  



Broiler Farm



Transport in Contravention of 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 

1960 



Dairy Industry  



Krishna Mandapa, Mamallapuram



Future of Milk Production in India ? 





Thank you!


